
The Franco-American Centre has been very active these past few months.  We have sponsored, supported, and 
participated in many exciting and diverse events.  We continue to seek opportunities to celebrate our 
Francophone heritage.  Send us your suggestions.  Meanwhile, join us in celebrating the Centre’s 25th 
Anniversary. 

Edward Moquin 
President 

Festival d’Été 2015 

The Franco-American Centre serves as the focal point for celebrating French language, culture and heritage in 
NH.  The FAC organizes language classes, movies, exhibits, trips and cultural events to promote the richness of 
the region’s French-speaking and French heritage communities.  To this end, our members and friends are 
invited to participate in the CENTRE’S FESTIVAL D’ÉTÉ 2015 which comprises four major events that celebrate 
summer as those of French heritage do best.  We urge you to save these dates: 

Cave aux VinsCave aux VinsCave aux Vins  (July 17, Davison Hall, Saint Anselm College, Manchester, NH) 

Where but in France can you claim such names as Champagne, Bordeaux and Beaujolais?  This 
popular Centre event - a tradition since 1994 - is a wonderful opportunity to meet old friends and 
make new ones while enjoying great wines and delicious hors d'oeuvres.  Come celebrate Bastille 
Day, France’s national holiday. 

Halfway to Mardi Gras 2Halfway to Mardi Gras 2Halfway to Mardi Gras 2   (August 11, N’Awlins Restaurant, Manchester, NH) 

Celebrating the thrill of Mardi Gras once a year just isn’t enough!  A mid-summer 
celebration of Acadian music and Cajun food reminds us of the Joie-de-Vivre for 
which Louisiana and Acadia are renowned. 

Tournoi de GolfTournoi de GolfTournoi de Golf   (August 21, Passaconaway Country Club, Litchfield, NH) 

Francis Ouimet (1893-197), a New Englander of French-Canadian heritage, is known as the “father 
of amateur golf” in the U.S.  In 1913, he tied English professionals in the US, then went on to win 
several more competitions, popularizing the sport in the US and removing Golf’s upper-class 
stigma.  The FAC’s celebrated annual tournament brings together members and friends from 
around the region in one of the Centre’s biggest annual fundraising events. 

Corporate Festival Marketing OpportunitiesCorporate Festival Marketing OpportunitiesCorporate Festival Marketing Opportunities   

Each event will have a dedicated program booklet.  Sponsors can advertise in individual booklets or multiple 
booklets.  Multiple booklets offer several benefits in addition to reduced pricing.  For more information, go to 
www.facnh.com/events-3/festival-dete-2015/. 

Fête de St. JeanFête de St. JeanFête de St. Jean---BaptisteBaptisteBaptiste  (June 26, St. Anthony’s Church, Manchester, NH) 

Québec’s national holiday provides the backdrop for a sumptuous dinner event.  Join us as we 
recognize the FRANCO-AMERICAN OF 2015:  His Eminence, Gerald Cardinal Lacroix, Archbishop of 
Québec. 
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Gov. Maggie Hassan Declares March Francophonie MonthGov. Maggie Hassan Declares March Francophonie MonthGov. Maggie Hassan Declares March Francophonie Month — Jo-Ann Belanger 

There was a jubilant air at the State House in Concord on March 13.  Members of the Franco-American Centre and 
the American Association of Teachers of French, as well as lovers of La Francophonie everywhere joined New 
Hampshire Governor Maggie Hassan for her official proclamation naming March the month of La Francophonie! 

Gov. Hassan highlighted the accomplishments and contributions of Franco-Americans to New Hampshire, and 
implored them to keep the language and culture strong.  Echoing her statements and offering support for these  
endeavors were Mr. Aaron Annable, Acting Consul General, Consulate of Canada to Boston; Mr. Jérôme Henry, 
Vice Consul, Consulate of France in Boston; and Mrs. Marie-Claude Francœur, Quebec Delegate, Quebec 
Delegation in Boston. 

After the official declaration, guests were invited to a reception at the Barley House hosted by the Euclide Gilbert 
French Language Foundation.  This reception preceded the second part of the day’s events:  Screening the 2013 
film “Un Rêve Américain” (An American Dream) at Concord’s Red River Theatre. 

FAC Board member Msgr. Charles DesRuisseaux (l) and FAC 

Vice President Tom Colantuono (r) join long-time member Rev. 

Dennis Gingras (c) 

(l-r) Centre members Anita St. Onge, Tim Beaulieu and Ronan 

O'Callaghan (Spring Intern, St Anselm College '15) 

(l-r) Aaron Annable, Acting Consul General, Consulate of 

Canada to Boston; John Tousignant, Executive Director of the 

Franco-American Centre; Maggie Hassan, Governor of New 

Hampshire; Marie-Claude Francoeur, Quebec Delegate to New 

England; and Jérôme Henry, Vice Consul from France to Boston. 

French Vice-Consul Henry (l), Quebec Delegate Francoeur (2nd 

from right), and Adele Baker, Honorary French Consul to NH (r) 

meet with students from Bedford High School. 



“Un Rêve Américain” Highlight of Francophonie Day“Un Rêve Américain” Highlight of Francophonie Day“Un Rêve Américain” Highlight of Francophonie Day — Timothy Beaulieu 

The eagerly anticipated event of Francophonie Day was the Québec Delegation in Boston’s 
screening of the 2013 film “Un Rêve Américain” (An American Dream) at the Red River 
Theatre in in Concord.  This film chronicles Damien Robitaille’s journey across the United 
States tracing the triumphs and tribulations of Americans of French-Canadian descent. 

An audience of about 50 people watched the 92-minute film.  Hardly a soul got up for even a 
bathroom break during the movie, and the audience applauded roundly at the film’s 
conclusion.  After the screening, the film’s producer, Claude Godbout, fielded questions (in 
French although English questions were welcomed) from the audience. 

The film is one of the few modern films that touch upon the French-Canadian diaspora.  It is a must-see for any 
Franco-American or Francophile interested in French heritage and culture.  To purchase a copy of this film, 
e-mail info@eureka-tv.com.  Tell them “the Franco-American Centre sent me!” 

Video Contest Winners Named on Francophonie DayVideo Contest Winners Named on Francophonie DayVideo Contest Winners Named on Francophonie Day — Timothy Beaulieu 

Friday evening, March 13, the Euclide Gilbert French Language Foundation and the Franco-American Centre 
viewed and presented awards for the videos submitted by the top finalists in the inaugural Concours Vidéo de 
Langue Française.  This event preceded screening of the film “Un Rêve Américain” (An American Dream) at the 
Red River Theatre in Concord. 

Students posted videos on the FAC’s YouTube channel (YouTube.com/CentreFrancoAmerican) that answered the 
question “Why should 21st century students study French?” 

The winners received a plaque, cash prizes, and a photo opportunity with Gilbert Foundation President Réal 
Gilbert.  The four winners were: 

 First Prize: Chris Violette 

 Second Prize: Deveney Reber 

 Third Prize: Pervesh Jaswal 

 Honorable Mention: John Prud'homme 

The contest’s entry period was a few weeks in February and early March, and open to all New England French 
language students.  Although this was a short time frame, the response was impressive.  Clearly, there is demand 
for an event of this type in the region.  The 2016 contest will be announced in this coming fall, and begin 
accepting submissions just after January 1. 

Left-Right: Chris Violette (1st prize), Deveney Reber (2nd prize), Prvesh Jaswal (3rd prize), John Prud’homme (Honorable Mention) 
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Canada Night at the Manchester MonarchsCanada Night at the Manchester MonarchsCanada Night at the Manchester Monarchs  — Maurice Demers 

Several FAC members and their guests attended Canada Night at the Monarchs on Saturday, 
March 21.  We had great seats behind the goal (Chestnut Street end of the arena) where the 
"Monarchs Shoot Twice".  We wished that the Canadian National Anthem had been sung in 
French, in whole or in part, rather than entirely in English.  It was an exciting game that the 
Monarchs won 2-1 in overtime against the St. John's IceCaps.  The evening’s excitement was 
punctuated by a false alarm half-way through the second period due to a malfunctioning smoke 
detector.  The arena was evacuated, causing a 26-minute delay in the game. 

The Monarchs lead both their division and the entire American Hockey League.  They are headed 
for the post season and perhaps their first ever Calder Cup. 

FAC Executive Director John Tousignant and FAC Grant Writer Annette Hurman staffed a booth on the concourse 
giving the Franco-American Centre valuable exposure to many of the approximately 5,000 fans in attendance. 

FAC Screens “Le Métis de Dieu”FAC Screens “Le Métis de Dieu”FAC Screens “Le Métis de Dieu”  — Fr. Charles DesRuisseaux 

On March 18, the FAC showed the 2014 French film “Le Metis de Dieu” (The Jewish Cardinal) 
in English.  The language was very clear and easy to understand.  The film won several 
prizes at European film festivals.  It was nominated for best film, best actor and best director 
at the Monaco International Film Festival.  The St. Anselm’s Dana Center audience 
unanimously agreed it is a great movie. 

The films tells the story of Jean-Marie Lustiger, born Aaron Lustiger, in Paris in 1926 to 
Charles and Gisele who were Jews from Poland.  When World War II began in 1939, the 
Lustigers moved to Orleans.  During Holy Week of 1940, Aaron decided to convert to 
Catholicism, in opposition to his parents.  He was baptized Jean-Marie at the age of 14. 

After the war, the surviving family returned to Paris.  Graduating from the Sorbonne in 1946, Jean-Marie entered 
the Carmelite seminary in Paris, and continued his studies for the priesthood at the Institut Catholique de Paris.  
He was ordained a priest in 1954. 

Lustiger was named Archbishop of Paris in 1981, and created  cardinal in 1983.  He was very authoritarian which 
earned him the nickname “le bulldozer” (c’est franglais).  In 1997, he organized the World Youth Day in Paris; it 
was attended by more than a million people..  

Lustiger considered Christianity the accomplishment of Judaism, and the New Testament to be the logical 
continuation of the Hebrew Scriptures.  He was proud of his Jewish origins and described himself as a faithful 
Jew for which he was chastised by both Christian and Jews. 

Lustiger died in August 2007 at the age of 80.  His funeral was celebrated at Notre-Dame Cathedral by his 
successor.  President Nicholas Sarkozy of France was vacationing in New Hampshire and returned to Paris for 
the funeral.  In honor of the Cardinal’s Jewish heritage, the Kaddesh, the traditional hymn of praise to God’s 
name, was recited by his cousin at the portal of Notre-Dame.  He is buried in the crypt of the cathedral. 

There are trailers of this film on the Internet.  It can be purchased from Amazon.com and viewed on Netflix.  
However, it is available only in French, with English subtitles.  Bon cinema. 

Come Celebrate FAC Member Rev. Denis Gingras’ 25th Anniversary of Ordination 

WHEN: Saturday, May 9, 2015, at 4:00 PM. 

WHERE: St. John the Baptist Church; 10 School St.; Suncook, NH. 

DETAILS: A reception will follow in the Parish Hall after the Mass.  All are welcome! 
 For more information, call (603) 485-3113. 
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Third Annual FAC Children's Cooking EventThird Annual FAC Children's Cooking EventThird Annual FAC Children's Cooking Event — Pauline Guimond Grant 

On March 7, Finesse Pastries (Elm St., Manchester) opened its kitchen for a 
third year to children of the FAC's French classes (ages 5-12).  In 2013, 
Mme. Danielle Grant, then teacher of the French children's class, contacted 
Pastries owner Chelsey Erickson about collaborating to create a French 
cultural event for the FAC students.  Chef Chelsey and her staff were eager 
to welcome the children and, after our first visit, enthusiastically suggested 
we make it an annual event. 

Chef Chelsey is a French pastry chef who studied under an accomplished 
French pastry chef from France.  She and her staff made the children feel welcome and comfortable, while giving 
them a unique experience.  Chef Todd kept the children's attention with the right combination of humor and 
information. 

This year, the children were given a lesson on making crêpes.  Once the children were dressed in aprons, had 
washed their hands, and paid close attention to a detailed demonstration, they cooked their own crêpes and filled 
them with their choice of fillings, such as strawberries, bananas, sugar, and cinnamon.  They were also taught the 
proper way to fold a crêpe.  Of course, highlight of the event was eating their masterpieces.  The children's 
favorite filling was Nutella, a chocolate and hazelnut cream.  The adults enjoyed pizza-style crêpes filled with 
tomatoes and cheese.  Délicieux! 

Each year, the Finesse staff selects a different dessert for the students to make.  In 2013, the children baked an 
apple turnover called chausson aux pommes.  Last year, they filled and decorated fruit tarts, like those seen in 
patisserie windows in Paris.  We can't wait to see what they will have for us next year! 

This children's event is free, but because this event takes place in the Finesse kitchen, attendance is limited.  
Thus, preference is given to current and former FAC French students, but is open to children or grandchildren of 
members.  Children attending this event must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  Parents or guardians 
must register their children with Mme. Pauline Guimond Grant, the FAC French Classes Coordinator at 
pgrant@facnh.com.  Anyone wanting their children attend next year should contact Mme. Grant who will add their 
name to her contact list. 

Finesse Pastries now offers a series of adult cooking classes.  FAC members will receive a special discount.  For 
more information, visit FinessePastries.com. 

Each year, the FAC has produced a composite photograph of the children with the chefs.  These are proudly 
displayed at Finesse Pastries and in FAC Executive Director John Tousignant's office.  The FAC looks forward to 
its fourth annual cooking event at Finesse in 2016!  Merci, Chelsey and Todd! 

Once and Future Chefs at Finesse Pastries 

This and ThatThis and ThatThis and That — The FAC Staff 

 Congratulations and sincere thanks to Victoria "Torie" DiPippo (UNHM '15) and Ronan O'Callaghan (Saint 
Anselm College '15) for their contributions to FAC events during the Spring semester.  Both were actively 
involved in organizing events and providing valuable social media and marketing materials while promoting 
the FAC to the college population.  Chapeau! 

 FAC Executive Director John Tousignant participated in the seminar 
“Quebec's Cultural Policy: Why Government is Investing in Arts and Culture” 
delivered by Quebec Minister of Culture and Communications, Hélène David.  
Mme. David is also the Minister Responsible for the Protection and Promotion 
of the French Language throughout the Province. 

Mme. David and M. Tousignant 
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Delicious Dinner at SNHU for FAC French StudentsDelicious Dinner at SNHU for FAC French StudentsDelicious Dinner at SNHU for FAC French Students — Pauline Guimond Grant 

On the evening of April 9, Mme. Pauline Guimond Grant's winter 2015 Intermediate 
and Advanced French Conversation students gathered for an authentic French dinner 
at the Quill Restaurant located in the Hospitality Center on the campus of Southern 
New Hampshire University (SNHU).  This dinner is an annual tradition for Mme. 
Grant's students.  They anticipate not only experiencing outstanding French cuisine, 
but also enjoying the camaraderie of their classmates in a lovely setting outside the 
classroom.  This year's group comprised 25 students and their guests.  Mme. Adèle 
Boufford Baker joined us again this year.  We appreciate her support year after year.  
Merci, Adèle! 

The dining experience begins with an array of AMUSES-BOUCHES such as pâtés, salads, cold salmon and poached 
pears in red wine.  You must be careful not to overindulge — easy to do — since you must keep room for the sit-

down appetizer, dinner salad, and, of course, the delicious entrée.  Now is the chance to try escargot!  Diners get 
to select from a long menu of entrées, including filet mignon, lamb, and fish.  Experienced diners know that, if 
one wishes filet mignon, one must arrive early and order immediately!  Meanwhile, hope you saved room for the 
desserts!  This year's options were numerous, ranging from MOUSSE to GATEAUX to NAPOLÉONS! 

The SNHU experience is unique in that all items are prepared and served by the students in the SNHU Hospitality 
program, and the funds raised go to its scholarship program.  All appetizers, entrées, and desserts are on display 
for diners to see and ask the students questions about their preparation.  Not only is the food delicious and 
reasonably priced (PRIX FIXE), but the care given to its preparation is always first.-class.  The one drawback is that, 
having seen all those gorgeous desserts, it is nearly impossible to select only one! 

SNHU has been offering a variety of culturally diverse dinners for years.  Under direction of Mr. Christophe 
Decloux, the program has grown by “leaps and bounds”.  He and his students always welcome us back year after 
year.  We commend him for the excellent job he does in training his students to be gracious hosts, attentive 
servers, and devoted chefs.  Visit the Quill webpage at www.snhu.edu/8380.asp. 

We always enjoy our visits to SNHU and hope to continue this tradition.  Merci, M. Decloux!   

FYI:  The same group of students are planning a long week end in Québec in August.  Mime. Grant believes that a 
trip to Québec city every other year is a perfect catalyst to keep her students' enthusiasm and commitment to 
their study of French alive and vibrant. 

Advanced French Students Tour ManchesterAdvanced French Students Tour ManchesterAdvanced French Students Tour Manchester — Anita St. Onge 

On March 27, a group of FAC members and non-members (including five 
advanced French students from Goffstown High School) enjoyed a tour of 
Manchester’s West Side with Robert B. Perreault, Manchester native, author, and 
Saint Anselm College professor, 

The tour began with a scrumptious meal at Chez Vachon, Manchester’s premier 
location for poutine, crêpes, and other traditional French cuisine.  From Chez 
Vachon, we walked to Sainte Marie Church and the statue of Msgr. Pierre Hevey. 
Our mostly-French tour included accounts of events that marked the history of 
Franco-Americans in Manchester.  We also learned about the beginnings of Franco journalism in New England. 

The afternoon concluded with a tour of the National Credit Union Museum, an important piece of our Franco-
American heritage that began a national movement in the United States.  The FAC plans to offer similar tours this 
coming summer and fall. 

National Credit Union Museum 
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FrancoFrancoFranco---American Centre Visits Bedford High SchoolAmerican Centre Visits Bedford High SchoolAmerican Centre Visits Bedford High School  — Victoria DiPippo 

In March, the Franco-American Centre visited Bedford High School for the second year in a row.  FAC Executive 
Director John Tousignant, Administrator Natalie Hirte, and Intern Victoria DiPippo contributed different portions 
of the presentation. 

The occasion was World Cultures Week.  There were over 50 students in attendance, including French and 
Spanish students.  John Tousignant talked about the FAC and highlighted upcoming events, including the video 
contest (a few contestants were in the audience).  John urged the attendees to celebrate their heritage and 
encouraged the French students to get involved in the FAC as a continuance of their education.  

Natalie Hirte, a native French-Canadian, compared the similarities and differences between living in America and 
living in Canada.  She challenged the students to think about what life would be like if English were not their 
native language and reflected on learning English through Saturday morning cartoons.  Natalie also described 

possible job opportunities with a French degree and highlighted her own degree in translation. 

Victoria DiPippo described studying in Paris.  She emphasized the importance of experiencing other cultures and 
encouraged the students to set out on their own adventures.  Questions about Victoria’s study abroad ranged 
from “What types of food do the French cook?” to “How did you get around Paris”? 

The day ended with an exciting game of trivia.  The students were well informed and did a fine job on the 
questions. 

Time to register for spring FAC French classesTime to register for spring FAC French classesTime to register for spring FAC French classes  — Pauline Guimond Grant 

The FAC offers a full array of classes for students young and old who want to learn French.  Our classes are 
slower paced and less stressful than regular university offerings and a much better “deal”.  No tests or grades to 
worry about! 

For children, we offer classes for ages 6-10, homeschoolers and after-school options, Beginners ,and Advanced 
Beginners.  We are also planning a five-day summer camp full-immersion children's program for July 20 -24. 

For adults, we offer Absolute Beginner classes starting each fall.  Our Refresher class is perfect for older French 
speakers who want to get back into their French after many years!  If you are fluent or want practice in speaking 
and listening, we have an Advanced French Conversation class , to really challenge you, a French Literature 
class.  We also offer all classes in between, such as Intermediate and Advanced Intermediate, as well as optional    
private or semi-private classes.  See the complete list of spring courses at www.facnh.com.  Also, look for a few 
summer offerings coming soon. 

As the coordinator of the French classes program, Mme. Grant would be glad to assist you in selecting the 
appropriate class for your needs.  Do not hesitate to contact her at pgrant@facnh.com. 

Use our new Pay Pal option to register.  It's fast, easy and convenient.  Or, if you prefer to pay by check, contact 
Nathalie Hirte at nhirte@facnh.com for a registration form to include with your check. 

Come and learn French the way it was meant to be learned:  Pour l'amour de la langue (for the love of the language)!  

Our teachers are devoted and committed to giving our members the best possible learning experience.  We have 
fun and develop long time camaraderie.  Treat yourself to a class now! 
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Join the FrancoJoin the Franco--American Centre / American Centre / Devenir Membre du Centre FrancoDevenir Membre du Centre Franco--AméricainAméricain 

Send this form plus payment to Franco-American Centre; 100 Saint Anselm Dr., #1798; Manchester, NH 03102. For 

information on any item in this brochure, call (603) 641-7114 or visit www.facnh.com. 

Name:  ______________________________  

Address:  ______________________________  

City & State:  ______________________________  

Zip:  ___________  Phone:  _________  

E-Mail:  ______________________________  

Payment Information 

Please select a membership option.  Return this form with check 
payable to the Franco-American Centre.   

To pay with a credit card, go to 
www.facnh.com/support/membership 

Annual Memberships 

 Individual $40 

 Dual / Family $60 

 Senior / Student $35 

Sustaining Memberships 

 $10,   $25,  $50, or  $100 per month, with free 

admission to selected Centre events.  For detailed information, 

see Membership Benefits at www.facnh.com. 

Aurore Dionne Eaton Discusses Rogers’ Rangers — Ronan O’Callaghan 

On March 1, the New Hampshire Institute for Franco American Studies (NHIFAS) speaker 
series continued as Aurore Dionne Eaton spoke on the French and Indian War and the 
astounding story of how Robert Rogers turned a patriotic and rebellious group of men 
into a special operations infantry force — Rogers’ Rangers. 

Ms. Eaton’s talk encompassed an overview of the war and concentrated on the local 
contributions of brave New Hampshire men and women in the 1750s.  Not losing the 
lecture’s regional touch, Ms. Eaton helped us picture how Manchester looked over 250 
years ago.  

FYI:  The next lecture in the series will take place at the New Hampshire Institute of 
Politics (NHIOP) at Saint Anselm College on May 13.  Kelly E. Spoerl, Ph.D., will speak on “Marie de l’Incarnation:  

Missionary Passion in A Multicultural Québec”. 

Maj. Robert Rogers 

Advanced Beginners Homeschool and Beginner Afterschool Children’s  Classes 

Update  By Doris St. Pierre Basquil 

Midway through the spring semester, we can reflect on the activities of the past month.  Highlight for the 
Advanced Beginners Homeschool Children’s class was definitely breakfast at the iconic French-Canadian eatery, 
Chez Vachon.  The students prepped by looking at and reading actual menus from France, studying the items in a 
table setting, and practicing how to place an order in French with appropriate etiquette.  Although no French-
speaking servers were on duty that day, students enjoyed both their experience AND the crêpes and poutine. 

The Beginner Afterschool Children’s class continues to expand their repertoires and vocabulary weekly through a 
variety of interesting hands-on activities.  Highlight of last month was our study of the French master painters 
and Impressionism.  We focused on Monet and his Gardens at Giverny, and created our own watercolor 
masterpieces. 
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